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YOU REALLY GOT ME 


Words and Music by Roy Davies 


The Kinks formed in 1963. Brothers Ray and Dave Davies (vocals/guitars) were joined by 
Pete Quaife (bass) and Mick Avory (drums). They started out as a blues band and were not 
terribly successful. Their first single ‘Long Tall Sally’ failed to chart. When Ray Davies 
began to write songs, so the Kinks emerged as an original force to be reckoned with. 


The raw energy of You Really Got Me, with its driving ‘power-chord’ guitar riff, set c 
precedent for all heavy rock that followed. The record went to number one in the UK in 
September of 1964 and also reached the top ten in the US, alongside other classics such 
оз Have | The Right? by The Honeycombs, Manfred Mann’s Do Wah Diddy Diddy and Roy 
Orbison's Oh Pretty Woman. 
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TIRED OF WAITING FOR YOU ` 


бош? 


Words and Music бу Ray Davies 


Tensions in the band went woy beyond sibling rivalry between the brothers Davies. At a 
verformonce in Cardiff, early in 1965, а fight broke out on stage and Mick Avory fed 
Рот the theatre thinking he had kiled Dove Davies by striking him across the head with а 
drum pedal, Most of the audience believed this was all part of the show. During their US 
tour ‘unprofessional conduct’ led іо а bon being imposed on the Kinks by the American 
Federation Of Musicians. Meanwhile the group's creativity flourished, Tired Of Waiting For 
You was their second UK number one and they charted with another four singles in the 
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DEDICATED FOLLOWER 
OF FASHION 


Words and Music by Ray Davies 


The Kinks’ early managers were ‘a couple of gents’, inclined to promote the group with 
appearances а! sociely functions. This allowed all sorts of wild opportunities but perhaps 
for Ray Davies the material he gathered fo muse upon wos mos! useful. Increasingly his 
writing reveals а bittersweet satirical wit and his subject mater develops, with 


sentimental, humorous and cutting observations of the British and their class system. 


This song, released in March 1966, was writen after Ray Davies came to blows with a 
designer who accused him of wearing flares! 
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SUNNY AFTERNOON 


Words and Music by Ray Davies 


A droll reflection on success and decadence, this song is reportedly the result of Roy 
Davies siting alone for long periods in a darkened room, an aspect of eccentric 
behaviour for which he was becoming renowned. The song reached number one in July 
of 1966, following The Beatles’ Paperback Writer. 


During the same month anii-Vieinom War demonstrations took place in London's 
Grosvenor Square and England's football team beat West Germany to win the World 
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DEADEND STREET 


Words and Music by Ray Davies 


— e 


The humour and pathos in this number is сіозвіс Kinks, а mixture of music hall, R&B and 
working doss imagery. The film they made to promote the song, with a coffin, was nct 
screened by the BBC who deemed the mock funeral ‘distasteful’. Released in November 
1966 it reached number five in the UK charts, during the weeks that The Beach Boys’ 
Good Vibrations and Tom Jones’ Green Green Gross Of Home held the number one spot 
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WATERLOO SUNSET 


Words and Music by Roy Davies 


The tile many people will give first if asked to name a Kinks’ song, this touching ond 
wistful reverie still receives regular airplay around the world. Released in Moy 1967 
Waterloo Sunset got to number ivo, during summer months in which consecutive number 
‘ones were Sandie Shaw's Puppet On A String, The Tremoloes' Silence Is Golden, Whiter 
Shade Of Pole by Procol Harum and The Beatles’ All You Need Is Love. Mony years later, 


Ray Davies, commenting on his cwn work, reportedly stated I wish | was as good os 
Waterloo Sunset’ 
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AUTUMN ALMANAC 


Words and Music by Ray Davies 


Ум®Бнз هه‎ 


А caricature of the English working class, this teasing song strolls quickly through а 
number of postcard scenes, a bit like an end-of-pier amusement. The single wos released 
in October 1967 (the month that roadside breathalyzer tests for suspected ‘drink-drivers’ 
were first introduced in the UK) and it charted alongside Love Is All Around by Tho Troggs. 
During a recent solo performance Ray Davies stopped to comment сп the lyric "Yes, yes, 
yes, yes, yos, yes, yes, yes!" saying ‘No-one writes lines like that anymore’. 
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DAYS 


Words and Music by Ray Davies 


This song, the last Kinks’ single to reach the UK top twenty during the 1960s, is a 
masterpiece of nostalgic tenderness. Ray Davies continued to write with honesty and wit, 
particularly about the mundane and bizorre quirks of English life, but as the ‘60s ended 
the Kinks were finding more work in Germany, and then in the United States, thon they 
were at home. In more recent times Roy Davies has achieved proper recognition as one of 
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Britain's finest songwriters and the Kinks are something of a music-businoss legend. 
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Notation and Tablature Explained 


Open С chord Scale of E maior 


Hight (le) тоя 
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D (am) sting 


Bent Notes 


‘The note fretted is always shown firs. Variations in pitch achieved by string bending are enclosed 
within this symbol ГО 7. Ifyou areo't sure how far to bend the string, playing the actes indicated 
without bending gives a guide to the pitches to aim for. The following examples cover the most 


common string beading techniques: 


Example 1 
Рау the D, bend up one tone 
(жо hal teps) w В. 


Example 2 
Piay the D, bend up one tone to F then 
release bend to sound Р, Only the fist 
note is picked. 


ЕЕ = Е] Example 3 
Fast bend: Play the D, then bend up 


‘one tone to E ss quickly аз possible. 


Additional guitaristic techniques have been notated as follows: 


cud 
= ть Mar 
Aer ph sing sm bar, Where 
Ton tne pre am ora sows, 
p 2) Pay the Grin the br оо he 


pitch to E. 
b) Phy the open G; use the bar to 
“divebomb’, е drop the pitch as far as 


possible. 
سن‎ f Hammer on and Pull off 
Play їшї note, sound nex note 
Y by ‘hammering on’, фе nox by 
- = ‘puling of". Only the first note is 
picked. 


= Абен 
por 


Example 4 
Pre-hend: fret the D, bend up ene tone 
to E, then pick. 


Example 5 
Play the А and D together hen bend 
the B-string up one tone io sound B. 


Example 6 
Play the D and Fd together, then bend 
the G-string up one tone to E, and the 
Baring up a semitone to С. 


Mutes 
a) Right hand mute 

Mute strings by resting the right hand 
оп the strings just above the bridge 

1b) Left hand mute 

Damp the srings by releasing left hand 
pressure just after the potes sound- 

©) Unpitched mute 

Damp the strings with the left hand to 
produce a percussive sound. 


Glissando 
а) Phy fist rote, sound rest note by 
siding up string. Orly the first note Б 
picked 

b) As above, but pick second aote 


50 


Slide Guitar 
а) Play asing side 
b) Play wichout dide. 


== 
Touch the string over te fet marked, 
and pick to produce a belclie tone 


т The small notes show the resultant 
a pitch, where necessary, 
8 ж 

כ = 


Vibrato 
Apply vibrato, by ‘shaking’ note or with 
tremolo bar. As vibrato is so much 4 
matter of personal taste and technique, 
itis indicated only where essentia 


Fret the lowest note, touch string over 
fret indicated by diamond notehead 
and pid. Small notes show the 
resultant pitch, 


Pinch Harmonics 
Fret the note as usual, but ‘pinch’ or 
‘squeeze’ the sting with the picking 
hand to produce a harmonic overtone 
Small notes show the resultant pitch. 


Pick Scratch. 
‘Scrape the pick down the strings - this 
Works best оп the wound stings, 


Microtones 
А downwards arrow means the written 
pitch is lowered by les than 5 
semitone; an upwards arrow raises the 
written pitch. 


Repeated Chords 
"To make rhythm guitar parts easier to 
read the tablature numbers may be 
‘omitted when a chord is repeated. The 
example shows a С major chord played 
naturally, rb muted, Vh muted ard as 
an unpitched mute respectively. 


Special Tunings 
Non-standard tunings are shown as ‘raring boxes’. Each box 
represents one guitar string, the leftmost box corresponding to the 
lowest pitched string. The symbol > in а box mears the pitch of the 
corresponding string is not altered. А note within a box means the 
string must be re-tuned as stated. For tablature readers, numbers 
appear in the boxes. The numbers represent the number of half-steps 
the string must be tuned up ос down, The tablature relates t» an 
instrument tuned as stated, 


Tunc the low E (6) string down one 
tone (neo half-sreps) vo D. 


Chord naming 
‘The following chord naming convention has been used! 


© от сї אאא‎ cans CS) Cam یپ‎ 0 


Еа 


Were there is no appropriate chord box, for example when the music consists cf a repeated figure 
or п) the tonal base is indicated in parenthesis: [C] 


Where it was not possible to transcribe a passage, the symbol نہ‎ appears 


This book contains а selection of the best songs from THE KINKS. 
These songs have become classic hits today influencing many current 
bands and artists. Each song gives facts about the music including 
other musical influences and political and social events of the time. 
The music is arranged for guitar tablature and vocal with chord 
boxes and full lyrics. 
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